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PART V

Crops

Major Crops

The principal crops’ of Spokane Céunty are grains and hay, Wheat and other
small grains predominaté, occupying about 60 percent of the total harvested
cropland, or a total of 234,000 acres in the 195L crop year. Another 2L.5 pere
cent, or 71,000 acres were in alfalfa and other hay in 195L, In 195L, acreage
of the seven main crops was:' winter wheat 109,100 acres, alfalfa 56,500 acres,
barley 36,300, field peas 3L,715, oats 23,700, spring wheat 18,000 and clover)
timothy and other hay 1L,200 acres,

Wheat Farming

. Spokane County is the fifth most important wheat producing area of Hashe
ington and has the second largest number of wheat farms in the state., In 195k
about LO percent of the cropland was deveted to whbat, most of which was winter
wheat, -According to 1955 estimates, a total of 111,600 acres yielded 3,652,650
bushels, or about 32,7 bushels per acre, Since 1939, production has ranged :
from 2,070,000 bushels in 1943 to a peak of L,592,400 bushels in 1953, In 195k,
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Figure l0.~Percent of Total Cropland in Leading Crops
Spokane County, 1954, -
(Based on U.S, Census of Agriculture, 1954)
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number oi whea'b growers.

Both spring and Winter wheat are planted o.nd the acreage seeded to each

out-yielcls the sorlng-scwn varleties and in mos’o years fall molsture is i‘avor-
able for germination of winter wheat, If the soil is dry, planting is deferred
~.until spring,: Fields of winter wheat that have been' damagéd by winter L:Llling,
erosion or other causes aré generally reseeded in: the- spring. ;

E _ Spolsane County wheat growers have e:@erimented with nmner:ms varlerbies to

get good quality and-high yields,  In 1955 about 99 percent of the crop was

- 86ft white wheat, The Elmar variéty, & white club wheat, accounted for about

four~fifths of all production, Other leading white wheats were Brevor, Elgin
and Golden (forty-fold), Hard red winter wheat made up only about one percent
of 1955 production, Turkey and Rio combined deminated the varieties of hard
red wheat, Research and experimentation in selection of varieties has involved

- -elose cocperative work by federal; ‘state and private agencies and activities
© .coordinated in the Pacifie Nortl*n«rest Crop anro'\rement Assocu‘bton with head~
.-quarters at \Jalla Walla, :

; Table 15y~ Varietles of Wheat Gresm =~ =
in Spokane County, 1955 o TR

~ Classes and varieties Production | Percent; of
of Wheat (Bushels) Total Crop
White Club Whests. . -
El‘ma_r ---.a-!u-m—-“--;‘;--ﬁ----ﬂ— 2 952 900 80.8
Elg’fn ----—-u-dquua—-uunquu 8).},,000 2.3
Hyma‘r‘ -.<-~..;.'..-_n.;-a.nv.---s-- T 62 200 B L%
Common-¥nite Wheats S R
BYGVOT =ommmsccmsineiecmnm | 227,900 | . 642
Td86d mmmmmmmmnemnmimmnmene | < 1333750 | =7 . 3.7
GOLAEN mmmmmmr———— memmm | 69,100 | 01,9
Marfed mmearcemuimmmunmuanx : 583500 L6
Baort eecmmew 01 e e e e e 19, 3 700 | '.5
REX mmmiimmm mam e mmm e 1580 | L3
Federation —meeeau.. ————— 3,300 oL
Orfed mwevmummuvmocen - 13830 .:'-
Hard=fed Winter Wheats
Turksy & 10 mmcrmccenmon= - 15,900 ob
li053ida meremomemec——————— 7,000 o2
Soft-Red Winter Wheats '
O pe——TTY I W' 5
Jones Fife mewwccdamemaca. - 1,430 od
Total all classes and varieties | 3,652,650 | 100,0

Source: VU,S8,D,4,, AMS, Agricultural Estimates
Division, State of Washington,
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Spokane County, 155;:195§.-

ATT Wheat Tariay
Year | Acreage | , L3818 | Production) A Yield
(scres) (tushels creage bush Praduction
per sore) (busgfls) (acres) éeisaiii {(bushels)
1939 | 115,100 | 22,1 2,546,800| 9,60
” ‘ 0 28,0
DR 0 | Hemdie) b Bl
. 0,250( 13,800 36,5
1942 | 93,800 | 28,9 S kool 22 o 503, 800
. 27,800 | 32,5
1931 87,200 23,7 2’070?70 ’ ’ 903,300
. 0 25
%9&& 110,910 | 26,6 2,955,000 §a;388 §§°g ggg,ggg
D e xe | el v | o | e
. 000 10,300 | 26,0
Yo7 | 161500 | 25.2 | Loofh, ’ ' 268,000
I B R R o 15,100 | 40,0 §oh 000
. 1,000( 15,100 !
19h9 lh.9: 300 19,0 2 ’ 8 e 4 33,0 h98, 000
1950 | 146,200 | 27 % hgo%? ;900 12,100 19,5 535,900
39,100 - ; :
1951 [14,3,000{ 23.0 | 3,290,000 o | p9L; 000
%952 165,100 | 25,8 L.266.600| 1ii,100 365 415,400
Yose 119,900 1 35.9 43300,b50] 36,300 | 36,0 1 387’388
111,600 | 32,7 3,652,650 Lo,000 30.0 lzaog’ooo
Source: U RN 3 AMS’ Agric R Estma.beﬁivision d
State of Washington
Table 17.~ Spring Wheat and Winber Wheat
Spokane County, 1939~1955
. Spring Whea® e hnat
Year | Acreage Iisld ! p - T -
28 | ohels | ioduction ) Aereage $131C ) produsti
(acres) |- 7% opa) | (bushels) | (acres) ézifjﬁiz) (oselo)
1939 | 21,6061 17,8 383,50 ' o ;
g ia 0 " =ln
e T
WLl 9,600 16.2 155,700 11500 | 2g.0 2,,25,000
19h2 5,800 23,6 136, 900 88?000 5 P 240 43550
03| uijon | Fis | ,2o0i700 | 9,00 | 2203 B 500
95 | Srae| e Sa0,000 | diq00| 218 | 2 557000 o
T 20,1 1 ’ ° 33295 :
1946 | 31,k00] 22,1 233'888 ngfggg ggﬁg 2,552,100
1947 | Lo,500) 22,3 011,000 | 121,000 | 26,2 3,438,000
1948 | 20,000 |. 17.h4 W 000 | 192°000 |  29.0 3,170,000
1949 | 115300] 13,0 6 900 || 136,000 13'5 3,833,000
1950 }7:,200 20,5 - 352,600 129?000 2805 2,691,000
1951 | 61,000 21.0 1,281,000 825000 2h°5 3,675,500
1952 | 42,100 21,0 831,100 || 123;000 o7 s 2,009,000
1253 71,6001 22,0 1,57¢°200 sihoo | 3 2 3,362,500
1osh | 18,000} 26,0 L622600 I 1097100 g* 3,016,200
i i o | aem %) %5 | MERAR
. , » il
Source + U .S N Ao » AI{S, Agric. Estimates Division

State of Washington
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Barley and Oats

From the standpoint of asreage harvested, barley is the third major crop,
-In 195k the county ranked sixth in the state as a”producer of barley, growing
1,307,000 bushels on 36,300 acres, the peak production since 1939, About -6
percent of the entire state barley erop was »roduced in this county, This
grain is grown in the same areas and by tlhe same methods as wheat, As a gen-
eral practice grain farmers have planted barley as a substitute for wheat when
the latter crop is restricted in sereage to comnly with Federal programs to
limit wheat production., Until the big increase in acreage as a result of the |
allotment program, barley wag grown primarily for the local and regional live
stock I'sed market, and much was. consumed by ecatile on the farms where grown,
In 195556 a large part of the erop wae exported through Seattle and Portland,

.. Spokane was the leading producer of osts among Washington counties in
1951, JFrem 23,700 acres a tofal of 971,700 bushels were bhreshed or combined,
about ore-eighth of Washington eat production, This erop also has been grown
primarily for the local livestock feed mariet and albternates with wheat and
barley in crop rotations on some farms, Nearly ell of the oat ecrop is threshed,

only a emall amount being harvested: green for hay, Oats have been a traditional
feed cror for horses and its desline in acreage 1is due to the replacemsnt of

Table 18.~ Oats and Rye: Acreage, Yield and Production
Spokane Cetnty, 19391955

! _Oats , Rye

| Tear | Acrsage dield Production i Aereage Lield Production

| 4 g o]

(ores] | (asvete | Comanate] | Govess| Crotene) | TS

| 1939 | 2h;000 33 792,000 4 1,220 | Ak 13,900

| 190§ 22,600 27 610,200 800 | 16,5 13,200
1911 | 20,700 3 703,800 || 960 | 9,0 8,600
19k2 1 22,300 39 889,200 810 | 14,0 11,340
1943 | 23;100 33 7623300 720 | 20,8 1;, 800
194k | 21,300 32 681,500 620 | 10,6 6,600
19h5 + 2hy200 3 750,200 Lo | 12,9 5,300
1946 | 15,000 39 585,000 Loo 1h,0 6,860
19h7 | 16,L00 b9 803,600 [ 8ho | 1.0 9,200
LIL8 | 19:,7C0 31 610,700 || 630 | 1k,0 8 £00
1949 f 19,400 27 523, 800 190 640 3,560
1950 1 23,100 Ll 1,016,100 170 | 2841 hy770
19511 18,800 33 62031100 160 | 14,0 24240
1952 | 18,100 L2 760,200 200 845 1,700
19531 19,100 L5 859,500 300 | 19,0 5,700
195k | 23,700 b1 971,700 || 340 | 18,0 8,120
1955| 22,800 | 38 866,k00 | B2o | 13,2 10, 800

Sourees U,S5,D.h., AMS, Agric, Estimates Division
State of Washington
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horses by tractor® and motor power, The recent increase in acreage is a result
of the wheat acreage restrictions,

.
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Introduced in the 1936'8,‘dry field and seed péas have become the third

'most important crop in Spokane County, Although it is fourth in acreage behind

= a ;o i - 10
wheat, alfalfa and barley it is the third most valuable cash crop, In 1954

peas were grown on 34,715 acres, the second largest pea acreage in the state,
Production amounted to U1,26l4,295 pounds with a value of over $2,200,000, In
that year-Spokane County grew about 25 percent of all dry field peas produced

in the Staote of Mge'lﬂﬁnn'l-

~r
e VT VT NAvkeddgy U SFid e +

s Dry peas have become increasingly popular as a secondary crop in the crope
rotation plans of grain farmers, As an ammal legume they are grown to restore

soil nitrogen and contrel erosion as well as to act as e cover and green manuré

crop, Mich of thie acreage replaces fallow land,

3
3
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‘ Alfalfa and Other Hay

Because bhere are 79h livestock farms and over 50,000 head of cattle in
Spokane County, about 25 wnercent of the cropland is used for hay erops, In

Table 19.~ Clover~Timothy, Hay and Alfalfa Hay
Acreage, Yield and Production

‘ . Spokane County, 1939-1955

Clover and Timothy Hay Alfalfs Hay

Year | Acreage %;gig Production| Acreage %%2ng Production

(acres) | pep gere) | (toms), | (acres) per acre) (‘tons)
1939 | 3,500 1.3 L,600 " || 39,600 1.2 . 47,500
19401 3,300 1,2 . B3000 " 115700 1.6 69,000
19L1 | 3;Lk00 1.5 55170 . us,aoo 1.9 87,000
19h2 | 3,200 1.7 5,300:" i Lli,500 1.9 8li,700
19431 3,900 . 146 6,100 113,600 1,6 69,800
19Lh | Li8ko | - 1,3 6,100 L, 300 1.3 57,600
195 | L,700 1ok 6 Loo hh 000 1.5 66,000
1946 | L3500 | 1,5 6,600 k03300 1.6 611,800
1947 | L,200 1. 6 000 " 1l 36,700 1.5 555300
9L8 | 3,900 | - 1,7 6 500 ° 36,500 1,8 6L, 700
1949 | 3,800 1,L 5,300 - ' k2,500 1.3 55,400
1950 | 3,600 ‘146 5,600 * || 11,100 1,3 53,400
1951 1 "43100 1.5 65200 | L7,000 1.3 61,400
1952 | L;300 1,7 7,200 « |t 18,200 1,7 82 100
19531 5,100 1,7 8,900 |l 547500 1.8 199,100
195L | L,900 1.6 7,900 _|156,500 | 1.6 90,700
1955 5,300 1.5 8,100 L57:3°° 1.k 81,200

Source: U,S,D.A,, AMS, Agric, Estimates Division
State of Washington
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38 . Spokane Gounm Waqlgington
1954 there were 7 ,hL acres in all types of hay, Alfalfa was tlie major type,
90,700 tons being harvested frém 55,500 acres, Spokans wes second to Yakima
in the 155) Ce: wus in rroduction of alfalfa, Oats and other grains cut for
lla:)' afﬁf)ﬁ“il ;4 bo 4 77) tons from J ICJ acres,. u%ner Ieeus :mc.t.unea Q,WU acres
of clover and timathv, 2,900 acres of wild hay, 1,850 acrc: =~ «rass silags
- and-216 acies of vetch or peus cut for hay, .Acreages oi alialia and other hay
- nave bee;: on a steady upwe rd Teaa since 1070, ‘ h a

Vegetablqi R '“"“ S .L fai‘ LT

Spo!;ane County, particularly the Spol ene felley, 48 an important truck
erop area. In 195L there were about 1,200 neres growing a wide variely of
vegetzbles for fresh and processor markebs 1.. the Spokane urban srea, The
- county ranked thirteenth in.the -state. dn: vegeuable farming., ' Aercages in various

. -comacreial vegetables change from: year to yea“ rankinc, in 1955 as folloWSt

natini ane [§: B 4 anhlmaa f20Y - [£,] ddarma FR2AY fant’

UL RURGARUSR \uuu/, Vavvai e \JUUJ’ UH;‘;‘«U N-U&.u \fUU}, J.uuuu.hu \J.UVI’ uubumuu.(.a \FV{s

carrovs (75), rutebagas and turrips (LO¥;, cawliflower (35), celery (30)y and
suzp beans (27), TIn 195h e sale of truek crops returned a total of $£30,h06'
te about 210 wogetatle prower: .n Spokane County, '

-Tabl 0.- Vegetable Crops: Uabbage, Lettuce, Potatoen Anc Hweet Gorn
, ¢ Spokane Cwnﬁr, 101:0-19‘“ :

‘s

—

[ Gabbage i Le Lattuce T Po‘Eatoes Sweet Corn 2/

Yoar Prod. -Prod, Prod,
beros | (vong} | 4078 | (tons) 4"”"5 Cons) 7% | (tems)

R ‘h25"Ac 000 TR B . -
/o LT 1.975 S R 3,000 -5,100 —| .

1911'15' v l 000 ﬂvdyat‘y‘) 255 '-3055. 3,900 5;-‘400 == =
' 19us; 1,220 5,200 { 320 2,650 2,500 53000 - | ~-
19467 1,180 | 5,000 395 3,600 23100 | 65075 | mm . ww
19h7 | 1,185 5s925 || 380 | 3,650 1,350 | 4,000 =

1948, 1,005, 5,125 | 27071 3,400 010,700 | 55900 | 400
1949 /1,075 5,375 | 380 | 3,375 1,200 | h;i00 | 13c 350
1950, 8751 hySut . Lis! 3,350 TS75 2,350 | 1204 350
19517 625 3,106 385 2,205 . 525! 2,120 100] 210°
1952 L75| 2;h00% 360 3,125| 360| 15750 75| 190

1953 - 30| 725 0 Lehd 3,900 Lio| 1;650) 80| 160
195 . 230! 115018 38 er_nao- - 350 1,600 100| 200
1

1955 3004 21,3004 160} 1,75¢ "™ 800 5,300} 200} 375
M ’_}uJu available p’i"ior o 19 -

“9
_/ Not avallable prior to 1%,

 "Source: U, S, Dent, of Agriculture, AMS, Agrn.c. Est:l.mates '

f\ 3wl gl mun Q‘-—.&A A“ » nakth«-l-
Lo V.LﬁJ.UII, Ve 'w_‘l-l-‘ £ W
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Berries

The total acreage of all types of cane, bush and strawberries amounted &
about 148 acres in 1955 in Spokane County, - The acreage in berries has trended
dovmward since 1939 when the Census of Agriculture emumerated 704 acres, Abe
normally cold weather in the winter of 1949450 and the fall of 1955 decreased
plantings of eane and strawberries considerably. Most of the berry farms are
near Spokane and in the highland valleys of the northern hills,

Nursery and Creenhouse Products: ‘Flowers, Bulbs an&?Planté

-Spokane  County is third in the state in the growing and selling of flowers,
bulbs, seeds, ornamentals, vegetable plants, mishrooms.and other gpecialties
grown in nurseries, greenhouses and under intensive oultivation in open fields,
In 195L about 7Y acres of land and 83L,68l square feet of greenhouse space were
devoted to these and allied products, Production of tuah horticultural speciale
ties was located on 106 farms, mainly in the Spokane Valley, Of high value,
these products sold from farms brought a total cash return to the farmer of
$927,875 according to the 1954 Census of Apriculturs, The industry accounted
for ogzr L percent of the total value of all crops from Spokane County farms
in 1954, : C

Tahle 21,~ Horticultural Specialties:'4Nursery ?roducts, Greenhouse
Products, Flowers, Plants, Bulbs, Seeds, lushroams, and

other Special Flants,
Spokane County, 1939-~195L
Tursery Products | Flowers and flovering plants, bulbs and seeds;
(shrubs, trees and vegetables, vegetable seeds, plants, mushrocms

|

Census ornamentals) grown in fields and under glass for sale,
- o " . Greenhouse space
Year cres |Sales from| Acres in |[Foonnouse Space Sales from farms

(square feet

A
£
Planted|Nurseries | cpen fields undey glass)

during the year

1939 70 | $ 32,377 Lo 780,786 $1685,185
19!4}4 :.IJI - e o -~ T L

1949 52 | $300,627 27 875,461 $821,732
1954 6l | $196,650 10 831,68 $731,228

1/ No Census data are available for 19hL.
Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture,

Tree Fruits

Interest in tree fruit farming is considerably lower at present than it
was some years ago, About 1900 Sookane County was the state!s leading shipper
of apples from nearly a half million trees., As the Washington tree fruit in-
dustry began to concentrate in the centrel Washington counties, orchard growing
declined in older settled areas such as the Spokane Valley, Colder climatic
conditions and lack of large-scale irrigation facilities are factors which have
handicapped the Spokane area in the competitive tree fruit industry., Spokane

. EWa e Val

County had only 1,237 acres of orchards in 1954 compared to 5,030 acres in 1930,

Sy Vel
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: bearingtr-eea (195hCansus) in orchards of 20 treesor more' apples (1h,2b,7)
sour cherries (3,839), plums and prufies (3,575), sweet cherries (1,90L), Barte
lett pears (1,168), other pears - (689) and peaches (L93), These fruits are

4M.1gﬂmm$memialjam coun'!'v .
| Table 22,4= Bearing - Frult Trees in Spokane County
T 1890-195L,

Year —Murbers of Dearing Fruit Trecs

_ , " Apples - | Cherries:| Pgars Prunes & Plumg | Peaches :
1690 - 18,379:] 13120 961 2,624 157
1900 u31 701 b 18 5691 '26 221 103, 1578 5,319

1910 - h:La 556 |- 25 o -17,736' 37, Jo18 13,770.
1920 1,118 81l ‘“32,267_ 263533 . 33, 1608 16,200

1930 | 209,575 | 11,928 | 1h,883 12 121 3,397

1940 94,609 ] - 4,500 F10,542 | 6,367 585

1950 - 58,455 | 4,681 | 5,071 8 o5k 1,192
158k 1/ | ekt b 5,703 - 1,857 3,575 493

27 T8 Tigures are for trees in orchards of 50 trees or more.

ton Tree Fru::ba Wash;z.ngton Crop

Bources: Wasmg

and Livestock K. Repor‘bing Service, U,S,D.A, .a.nd
Wesh, "Stats Dept, of Agric., Cooperating, 1952,
U.S, Census 6f Agr:.culture, 1954,



